
How to Search on Rootsireland.ie  

The following is a step-by-step guide on how to search for your 
ancestors using the unique database of Irish records on this website. 
In order to search successfully you can narrow your search by entering 
as many details as you know. 

This example will take you through the process: 

1) How do I find the baptism of Patrick Murphy in approximately 
1845? 

By completing the basic search form the results returned below shows 
that there are a large number of records that match that search 
information: 

 

 

 



2) By clicking the ‘View’ button on the left hand side beside the 
Baptismal/Birth Records results you can see a Search Results Page 
where you can reduce the search results returned further by entering 
more search information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3) By entering a Father’s Name of John, for example, the search can 
be narrowed to find 117 matches (still too many): 

 

 

4) Remember you can refine your search criteria as many times as you 
wish for FREE.  

For example, if you entered a Mother’s Name of Mary and limit the 
search results to show baptisms in County Cork only there are 4 
matching results. If this is all the information you know you can now 



choose to view the search results. This will cost 1 credit. 

 



 

 

 

5) In August you can view as many Search Results Pages as you have 
credits at NO additional charge. 
 
For example: in August, if you have 75 credits in your online account, you 
can view 75 pages of index search results at no charge, reserving all your 
credits to go to the purchase of specific records. (Please click here for 
further details). 
 

6) Viewing the search results has given you 4 possible matches. You 
can decide which record(s) you would like to view. The cost of viewing 
the full details of any record is displayed in credits.  

If you have purchased any record previously the search table will 
display it as ‘Already Purchased’: 

Based on the above example of a search for Patrick Murphy we have 
shown you how to refine a search using common first names in the a 
mid nineteenth century when most Catholic parishes were keeping 
records. The cost was 1 credit to view the search results and 25 credits 



to purchase the full details of the record. 

 


